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The Lord condemned the Pharisees and scribes during his three and a half year
personal ministry for traditions they observed that frustrated the will of God
concerning love, care, and “respect for parents.” Mark informs, “And he said unto
them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own
tradition. For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth
father or mother, let him die the death: But ye say, If a man shall say to his father
or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be
profited by me; he shall be free. And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his
father or his mother; Making the word of God of none effect through your
tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye” (Mark 7:9-
13). The apostles of Christ ruled later, “But if any provide not for his own, and
specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an
infidel” (I Tim. 5:8).

After announcing provisions for the peaceful rule of God in the hearts and lives of
Christians and the rich reception of the wisdom of the word of Christ, the apostle
Paul turned his attention homeward to the vital role of the family in the wise design
of God. He wrote, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit
in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Children,
obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers,
provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged” (Col. 3:18-21, cf.
also vv. 12-17).

Conclusion

Respect for one’s parents properly positions him or her to receive Bible teaching
on ultimate respect for God, the heavenly Father. The writer of Hebrews said,
“And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children,
My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art
rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons;
for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without
chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.
Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave



them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of
spirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own
pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby” (Heb. 12:5-11). How deeply circumspect, therefore, each parent
ought to be in the raising of his darling offspring. And, how rationally respectful
each person should be of the parents with whom God has blessed him. “Children,
obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother;
(which is the first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and
thou mayest live long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:1-4).



